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and the losses of the British Navy, and later
the exploits of the R.A.F. Still, the poison
rankled and mistrust lingered on. An echo
of this could be heard in the tones in which
the men of Vichy and their Press, soon after
the surrender, started a niggardly dispute
about how many British divisions had been
promised and now many had been sent,
how many the British had lost or saved
during the retreat from Dunkirk and how
many had again arrived on the front when
the Germans continued their onslaught
across the Somme and the Seine. Making
England the scapegoat was an important
element of French policy and propaganda in
post-armistice days, and one which appealed
to certain widespread feelings.
We have seen, in previous chapters, how
social and political elements combined to
weaken France's moral and physical resist-
ance. We have noted the part which in-
dustrial backwardness played in the tragedy.
We have looked at the geographical and
strategical circumstances which made for
her defeat. We have still to examine the
role of the military element proper, to deter-
mine the influence of military leadership
and initiative.
Here we have a very high authority to refer